Greetings colleagues and planning partners.  
CPED is pleased to announce the completion of updates to the land use and zoning maps on the Neighborhood Profiles web site. These neighborhood-specific maps were recently revised to be consistent with the City’s adopted Comprehensive Plan, The Minneapolis Plan for a Sustainable Growth, which was approved by the City Council on October 2, 2009.  The zoning maps were updated to provide links to the City’s current zoning plates, as amended periodically by the City Council.   Instead of the previous set of 3 maps per neighborhood, there are now 4 available for your use:
 
1.         Base Map - Basic map showing neighborhood boundaries, streets, parcels, parks, and lakes, rivers and streams.

2.         Existing Land Use Map - Map showing existing land uses as of 2009 as described in the Land Use Chapter of The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth.

3.         Future Land Use Map - Map showing planned future land uses as described in the Land Use Chapter of The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth.

4.         Zoning Map - Neighborhood map with web links to the applicable sections of the City’s official zoning map, which is updated monthly.

 
As noted in the Comprehensive Plan, the overall land use goal for the city is that Minneapolis will develop and maintain a land use pattern that strengthens the vitality, quality and urban character of its downtown core, commercial corridors, industrial areas, and neighborhoods while protecting natural systems and developing a sustainable pattern for future growth. The future land use and zoning maps are tools for accomplishing this goal. The existing land use map shows city land use patterns at the parcel level using 2007 as a frame of reference. The future land use map is the official policy map of The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth. The intent is to show how the City will provide for a range of housing types and commercial and industrial uses in order to accommodate a diverse range of families and individuals, income groups and businesses. The future land use map also provides guidance for the regulatory structure that implements the plan, including the City’s zoning ordinance.  Please see the full plan at the above link for further detail.
 
CPED has been working in various ways to implement the Comprehensive Plan. These include, but are not limited to: 
 
·        Zoning Code Text amendments:  A comprehensive revision to the zoning code was adopted by the City Council in 1999. Ongoing revisions are completed for a variety of reasons, including, but not limited to, the need to respond to state law changes and comply with other public agency requirements (i.e. Metropolitan Airports Commission, Department of Natural Resources, Federal Emergency Management Agency), to ensure consistency with adopted plans; to respond to changing market conditions, business practices and development patterns where appropriate; to respond to changing policy direction; and to simplify and streamline where possible. The Zoning Code is formally amended when the Council and Mayor approve individual rezoning applications as part of a development project, approve changes as part of a rezoning study, and approve zoning code text and map amendments.
·        Small area plans and topical plans:  Topic- and area-specific plans provide more specific guidance than the general policy in the Comprehensive Plan. The city develops, updates, and implements these plans as needed. As with other regulations and policies, these plans will be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. We recently adopted an update to the North Loop Small Area Plan and have two other planning processes underway - an update to the Lowry Avenue Plan and the creation of the Chicago Avenue Corridor Plan. We anticipate adoption of each later this year.  The complete list of adopted plans is available on the CPED web site.
·        Rezoning studies:  Rezoning studies follow the adoption of small area plans. A rezoning study analyzes existing zoning in an area-specific plan and recommends changes to zoning at the parcel level so that the zoning matches the City adopted future land use plans. The rezoning study for the North Loop area is underway. We anticipate that both the Lowry Avenue and Chicago Avenue planning processes will result in rezoning studies.
·        Comprehensive Plan amendments:  During the life of the comprehensive plan, it may become necessary from time to time to amend the document, particularly when new information becomes available regarding conditions and opportunities within the city.  While the City would like to minimize the necessity of amending the plan, it realizes that this is a necessary strategy to ensure that the plan remains relevant and useful throughout its life. The City has the ability to amend the comprehensive plan, in compliance with the Metropolitan Council’s prescribed process. The North Loop, Lowry Avenue and Chicago Avenue Corridor planning processes will require amending the Comprehensive Plan through to this process.

 
Neighborhoods were an important stakeholder in developing the city’s Comprehensive Plan, and they remain a key stakeholder in helping to implement it.   CPED continues to work with neighborhoods in a variety of ways to ‘work the plan.”  These include providing guidance and technical assistance to neighborhoods embarking on their own planning processes, reviewing plans and proposals as submitted by other entities to ensure their consistency with city policies, and by providing tools to assist designers, developers, builders and community stakeholders to understand and prepare plans and proposals that are consistent with the city’s policies and regulations. The policies in the Comprehensive Plan serve as a framework for all of CPED’s business lines and its mission to grow a sustainable city.  We invite you to contact your sector planner if you have questions about how the Comprehensive Plan impacts your community or ideas on how we can work together on implementation.
 
This notice will be sent to all neighborhood organizations, business associations, city officials and staff.  Please feel free to share it as you see fit.
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